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Department of Education: 

There are in the United States approximately 
30,000,000 pupils and nearly 1,000,000 teachers in 
the public schools. In their interest there is pending 
in the Congress a Bill by Senator Robsion of Ken- 
tucky creating the Department of Education, which 
has the support of all patriotic organizations. 

Section 1 of the bill declares its purpose to be 
to aid and encourage public schools and promote the 
public educational facilities of the Nation, so that 
all the people of the several States and Territories, 
without regard to race, creed, or color, shall have 
larger educational opportunities, and thereby abol- 
ish illiteracy, make more general the diffusion of 
knowledge, and provide for the general welfare. 
There shall be a Secretary of Education in the Presi- 
dent's Cabinet, equal in power and authority with 
other members of the Cabinet. 

Section I expressly provides that this act shall 
not impair or infringe upon the laws, the rights, 
duties, authority, or responsibilities of the several 
States, Territories, and the citizens thereof with re- 
spect not only to the public educational agencies 
and institutions but likewise as to the private edu- 
cational institutions and agencies in the several 
States and Territories. 

Section 2 provide for an appropriation of $1,500,- 
000 or so much thereof as many be necessary. It 
provides likewise for an Assistant Secretary, solici- 
tor, chief clerk, disbursing clerk, and such other sci- 
entific, technical, and clerical assistants as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act 
and as may be provided for by Congress. 

It authorizes the secretary of education to make 
investigations, showing the condition and progress 
of education in the several States and to make this 
information available to teachers, school officials, 
and all others interested in education, in order to aid 
and encourage the people of the several States and 
Territories to establish more efficient schools and 
school systems, to devise better methods of organiza- 
tion, administration, and financing of education, to % 
develop better types of school buildings and provide 
for their use, to improve methods of teaching and 
develop more adequate curricula and courses of 
study. These investigations and studies shall be 
undertaken in rural, elementary, secondary, higher, 
professional, physical, including health, and recrea- 
tional education, and likewise for the mentally and 
physically handicapped, the training of teachers, 
immigrant and adult education, and such other fields 
as in the judgment of the Secretary may require 
study and investigation to promote the welfare of 
education throughout the United States and its pos- 
sessions. 

The bill authorizes the creation of a national 
council on education consisting of the head of the 
Department of Education of each State, to advise 
with the Secretary of Education on subjects relating 
to the promotion and development of education in 
the United States. 

40 



